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adapted from the SSA version commissioned by Tapestry Women's Choir, Colfax, WA

Shepherd’s Song at Christmas
Jor Soprano or Tenor Solo, SATB Chorus (divisi) and Piano

Langston Hughes (1902-1967) Gwyneth Walker
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* The word “child” has been substituted for the word “boy” which appears in the original poem.
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Shepherd’s Song at Christmas

Look there at the star! P'm just a shepherd boy.
I, among the least, Very poor I am -
Will arise and take But I know there is
A journey to the East. A King in Bethlehem.
But what shall I bring What shall I bring
As a present for the King? As a present for Him?
What shall I bring to the Manger? What shall I bring to the Manger?
I will bring a song, I will bring my heart
A song that I will sing, And give my heart to Him.
A song for the King I will bring my heart
In the Manger. To the Manger.
Watch out for my flocks, —Langston Hughes

Do not let them stray.

I'am going on a journey

Far, far away,

But what shall I bring

As a present for the Child?

What shall I bring to the Manger?

Copyright © 1994 by
The Estate of Langston Hughes.

Used by permission of
Harold Ober Associates.

I will bring a lamb,
Gentle, meek, and mild,
A lamb for the Child

In the Manger.

Composer’s Notes

‘The poem Shepherd’s Song at Christmas is found in a collection of children’s Nativity poems by Langston
Hughes. The “voice” in this poem is a shepherd child who wonders what he (or she) can bring to the
Child in the Manger. He is just a poor shepherd child. What can he offer?

The answers are: a song (which he can sing); a lamb (which he can bring) and his heart (which he can
give). These are his gifts to the King in Bethlehem.

—Gwyneth Walker

Publisher’s Note

Shepherd’s Song at Christmas is available in three other versions:
soprano or tenor solo, SATB chorus (4visi) and organ (Catalog No. 7437)
soprano solo, SSA chorus (divisi) and organ (Catalog No. 7439)
soprano solo, SSA chorus (4visi) and piano (Catalog No. 7440)

Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)

For biographical information about the composer, please visit her Web site. <www. gwynethwalker.com>
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