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Musica De1 donum optimi

Chansons et madrigales a quatre parties (1570)
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Musica, Dei donum optimi trahit homines, trahit deos:
Musica truces mollit animos tristesque mentes erigit.
Musica vel ipsas arbores et horridas flectit feras.
Musica Deo ac mortalibus est omnium gratissima.

Music, the gift of the Highest God, enchants men, enchants gods:
Music soothes the angry soul and lifts up sad minds.
Music stirs even the very trees and calms the wild beasts.
Music, to God and mortals, is the most pleasing of all things.

Edition by Marina Alexander (2026)
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Music, the gift of the Highest God,....
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...enchants men, enchants gods.

Jean de Castro - Musica Dei donum optimi

Music soothes the angry soul.....
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...and lifts up sad minds.

Music stirs even the very trees....
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Music, to God and mortals, ....
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....Is the most pleasing of all things.
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