
So great therefore a sacrament 

let us venerate with bowed heads, 

and the ancient document (covenant)

gives way to the new rite. 

May faith supply a supplement 

for the defect of the senses. 

To the Bege�or (the Father) 

        & the Bego�en (the Son)  

be praise and joy, 

health, honor, and also strength 

may there be, and blessing! 

To the One proceeding from both (the Holy Spirit) 

equally may there be praise!  

D. 730

Tantum ergo in B flat

Tantum ergo sacramentum 

veneremur cernui, 

et an'quum documentum 

novo cedat ritui. 

Præstet fides supplementum 

sensuum defectui. 

Genitori 

       genitoque 

laus et jubila'o, 

salus, honor, virtus utroque 

sit et benedic'o! 

Proceden' ab utroque 

compar sit lauda'o!  

Franz Schubert

Edition with reduction for Organ by

Marina Alexander (2024)

"Tantum ergo" ("Therefore so great") is the incipit of the last two verses of Pange lingua, 

a Medieval Latin hymn generally attributed to St Thomas Aquinas c. 1264, 

but based upon various earlier fragments. 

The "Genitori genitoque" and "Procedenti ab utroque" portions are adapted 

from Adam of Saint Victor's sequence for Pentecost. 

The singing of the Tantum ergo occurs during veneration and benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament in the Catholic Church and other denominations that have this devotion. 

It is usually sung, though solemn recitation is sometimes done, and permitted.

The basic text has been set to music by composers spanning from the Renaissance

to the modern day.

------https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tantum_ergo
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